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sister of Theagenes, who fought the battle of Chxronea with your
father Philip, and fell there in command for the liberty of Greece."1
Alexander was so surprised, both at what she had done and what she
had said, that he could not choose but give her and her children their
freedom to go whither they pleased.
After this he received the Athenians Into favor, although they
had shown themselves so much concerned at the calamity of Thebes
that out of sorrow they omitted the celebration of the [Mysteries, and
entertained those who escaped with all possible humanity. Whether
it were, like the lion, that his passion was now satisfied, or that, after
an example of extreme cruelty, he had a mind to appear merciful, it
happened well for the Athenians; for he not only forgave them all
past offenses, but bade them look to their affairs with vigilance, re-
membering that if they should miscarry, they were likely to be the
arbiters of Greece. Certain it is, too, that in aftertime he often re-
pented of his severity to the Thebans, and his remorse had such in-
fluence on his temper as to make him ever after less rigorous to al!
others. He imputed also the murder of Clitus, which he committed
in his wine, and the unwillingness of the Macedonians to follow him
against the Indians, by which his enterprise and glory was left im-
perfect, to the wrath and vengeance of Bacchus, the protector of
Thebes. And it was observed that whatsoever any Theban, who had
the good fortune to survive this victory, asked of him, he was sure
to grant without the least difficulty.
Soon after, the Grecians, being assembled at the Isthmus, declared
their resolution of joining with Alexander in the war against the Per-
sians, and proclaimed him their general. While he stayed here, many
public ministers and philosophers came from all parts to visit him and
congratulate him on his election, but contrary to his expectation,
Diogenes of Sinope, who then was living at Corinth, thought so
little of him that instead of coming to compliment him, he never so
much as stirred out of the suburb called the Cranium, where Alex-
ander found him lying along in the sun. When he saw so much com-
pany near him, he raised himself a little, and vouchsafed to look
upon Alexander; and when he kindly asked him whether he wanted
anything, "Yes," said he, "I would have you stand from between me
and the sun." Alexander was so struck at this answer, and surprised
at the greatness of the man, who had taken so little notice of him,
that as he went away he told his followers, who were laughing at the
moroseness of the philosopher, that if he were not Alexander, he
would choose to be Diogenes.
Then he went to Delphi, to consult Apollo concerning the success
forbidden days, when it was esteemed Improper to give any answer
of the war he had undertaken, and happening to come on one of the
from the oracle, he sent messengers to desire the priestess to do her